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Abstract:

The compilation of Sahih al-Bukhari stands as a monumental achievement in Islamic
intellectual history, revered universally as the most authentic work after the Holy Quran.
However, the true intellectual genius of Imam Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari lies not
merely in the rigorous authentication and collection of prophetic traditions, but deeply
within his chapter headings, known as Tarajim al-Abwab. These headings function as
intricate legal arguments and jurisprudential deductions (Istinbat al-Figh), serving as a
vital bridge between raw scriptural data and dynamic legal theory. This research paper
investigates the methodological contours of Imam Bukhari's principles of
argumentation, specifically focusing on how he interrelates Quranic verses, prophetic
traditions (Ahadith), companion reports (Athar), and established legal maxims.
Employing a qualitative, analytical, and comparative methodology, this study
systematically dissects the classification of Tarajim, exploring how Imam Bukhari
utilizes Quranic verses as primary premises and supports them with nuanced textual
evidence. By engaging critically with classical monumental commentaries—such as Fath
al-Bari by Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Umdat al-Qaruby Badr al-Din al-Ayni, Sharh Ibn Battal,
alongside foundational legal and rational texts like Usul al-Shashi and Al-Mustasfa by Al-
Ghazali—this paper illuminates the sophisticated harmonization techniques employed
by Imam Bukhari. The findings demonstrate that his Tarajim transcend descriptive
categorization, operating instead as active, independent legal propositions that engage
in a continuous dialogue with diverse early and classical jurisprudential schools (Hanafi,
Shafi'i, and Maliki), thereby solidifying his independent Mujtahid status and offering
profound methodological relevance for contemporary Islamic legal thought.
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