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Abstract
This study examines the correlation between the reforms implemented by Prophet
Yusuf and the emergence of sustainable development practices in ancient Egypt.
Employing a historical research methodology, the investigation delves into primary
and secondary sources to analyze the socio-economic and environmental conditions
of the era. The research contends that while Prophet Yusuf's leadership and divine
guidance were instrumental in fostering stability, economic prosperity, and social
justice, these factors alone do not fully account for Egypt's enduring sustainability.
Rather, a complex interplay of geographical, cultural, and technological elements
contributed to Egypt's remarkable achievements. By scrutinizing the evidence, this
study seeks to provide a nuanced perspective on the relationship between religious
leadership, societal structures, and environmental stewardship in shaping the
trajectory of ancient Egyptian civilization.
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“South-west of Cairo, the modern capital of Egypt, on the west side of the Nile, there
liesthe province of Fayoum, the largest of the country’s oases, which owes
itsremarkablefertility both to springs of water, and to the Bahr Yusef, a
channelthrough which the watersof the Nile flow into the famous lake of the oasis,
knowntoday as the ‘Birket ElQarun’......... A small temple adjoined the pyramid on the
east,and half a mile distant onthe edge of the desert lay another temple, also part of
the original pyramid complex. Northof the larger temple was situated the town of the
pyramid workmen, known today as ‘Kahun’.”3
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“Religion played an important role in ancient Egypt. The polytheistic Egyptians

worshipped a wide array of gods and goddesses. Over the course of 3,000 years, new
deities appeared, and many old ones faded in importance. Yet Egyptian religion

remained remarkably stable over that time and pervaded daily life.” 12
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“Egyptian physician-priests had been mummifying human bodies for thousands

ofyears. But because they looked at corpses as religious, not scientific, things, they

still hadvery little knowledge about human anatomy. Their goal was to preserve the

body, not tounderstand it,”34
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“The ancient Egyptians were a very civilized nation and had many achievements to
their name, including monumental buildings and extensive trade networks. They
were a very busy society - constantly improving and progressing in their lifestyle and
technology. While the Greeks are attributed with most academic, scientific, and
philosophical achievements, evidence shows that the Egyptians were not lacking in
these departments; they just had a different approach. Everything the ancient
Egyptians did had a practical purpose. They did not believe in researching for
research’s sake or contemplating unusable theories. Theirs was a practical rather

than academic society.”>®
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“Egyptians built massive temples, palaces and pyramids without the sophisticated
mathematics engineers would use today, since simple arithmetic was all the
Egyptians knew. Their expertise extended only to addition and subtraction, not even
multiplication or division. Lacking a theoretical understanding of numbers, they
substituted clever tricks and found practical ways to arrive at the solutions they

needed.”*®
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“Evidence from Kahun indicates that cereal crops were grown in the fields nearby,
while vegetables, fruit and flowers were cultivated in the gardens.”>®
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“Egyptians worked for food and goods rather than for money which was unknown
until the Ptolemies introduced it during Egypt’s final days. Since for most of Egypt’s
long history no currency existed for exchanging commodities at set values, essential
goods were generally manufactured by the user or members of his immediate family:
pots, for example, were produced by women in their homes. Commodities, such as
bronze plow blades, which could not be made in the average home, were secured, not

by purchase from a store, but by barter, which could be a complex procedure

involving intricate negotiations.”®®
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“Archaeologists have been able to tell who the Egyptians traded with by looking at
their art and architecture. Support beams and large doors made of cedar wood mean
there was ongoing trade with Lebanon, which is on the Mediterranean coast more
than 200 miles northeast of Egypt. (Lebanon is where cedar trees grow.) Articles of
ebony and ivory show that trade with Nubia, in north-central Africa south of Egypt,
was well-established. These goods were made by the Nubians or by the peoples of the
Sudan and of central Africa. Lapis lazuli (a blue precious stone) ornaments show that
Egyptian traders were also benefiting from a long-distance trade network that

brought in gemstones.”’3
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