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Abstract
The most important aspect of women'’s economic empowerment in Islam is that it
has recognized their separate and independent identity and gave them numerous
economic rights such as right to own property, share inheritance, engage in various
economic activities to increase their fortune, etc. Their economic roles in Islam are
governed by the broad principle of division of labor. This division of labor is based on
their natural comparative advantages. Man has to look after the affairs outside the
home while woman has to take care of the inside. All are accountable in his or her
sphere of jurisdiction. Her services have economic value no less than man’s. It is
therefore obligatory for husbands to spend on their wives. The division of work and
different sphere of activities prescribed by Islam is applicable in general and in
normal conditions. In emergencies and special circumstances there may be change of
their roles or they can join hands to share responsibilities of one another. However, a
woman is never required to spend on herself or her family. Her economic support is
responsibility of her father before marriage and her husband after marriage. In their
absence, other near relative has to take care of her expenses. Failing that the society
and finally the state will have to take this responsibility.
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