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The Chapter of Fatiha; Its Names, Objectives, Virtues and Features: Analytical Study
of the Relevant Hadith Literature

Dr. Syed Abdul Majid Ghouri*

Abstract

The Chapter of Fatiha is conceived as one of the paramount chapters of the Holy Qur’an; rather, it is
unprecedented one in the sense that not a similar chapter has been revealed in any of revealed Books
including the Qur’an itself. Also, as many prophetic traditions have been narrated with regard to its
virtues as not narrated concerning any other chapter; the objectives of this chapter have extensively
been discussed more than other chapter; and this chapter is characterized by having many names more
than all other chapters. Moreover, this chapter, despite of being conciseness, comprises of three types
of Tawhid (Oneness of God); namely, Oneness in terms of Lordship, Oneness in terms of Divinity, and
Oneness in terms of Names and Attributes. Similarly, this chapter is characterized with many other
features: such as the role of this chapter in attracting benefits and removing harms, healing of
deceased, (getting divine) guidance, and fulfilling necessities. In addition to this, the Qur’an begins with
this chapter. It is stated that it is one of the basic elements of the prayer without which prayer does not
stand valid. It, by all means, indicates to the sublime nature, great features and magnificent virtues that
this chapter holds. This work analyses the prophetic traditions narrated concerning this chapter and
focuses over its objectives, names, virtues and characteristics in the light of authentic prophetic
traditions. Meanwhile, the researcher adopts hybrid methodology: namely inductive one and critical
one. On the one hand, critical method is adopted for searching and gathering all relevant traditions
that discuss in one way or another this chapter; and, on the other hand, inductive method is adopted
for analyzing the relevant traditions and drawing significant conclusions therefrom. At the end, a
conclusion is added that contains several important remarks which have been drawn while this study.

Keywords: The Chapter of Fatiha, Analytical Study, Hadith, Names, Objectives, Virtues.
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