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A Stereoscopic Analysis of Afghanistan in Religious, Political and

Historical Context: A Research Study
Hassan Baig"
Prof: Dr. Ghulam Shams-ur-Rehman™

Abstract

This paper aims to explore the Cultural Sufism of Khorasan. The overall culture of Afghanistan is very
ancient almost two millennia old. It traces it's records to times of Achaemenid Empire of 500BC. The
word Afghanistan is translated as "Land of the Afghans” or "Place of Afghans". The official languages
of Afghan nation are Pashto and Dari. It is a tribal and rural society with many different regions in the
country and each region having distinctive indigenous language. In spite of having some differences
almost all Afghans follow a same Islamic tradition and behave accordingly. By following a similar
Islamic tradition, they celebrate similar holidays, wear almost same dresses, enjoy same taste of food
and music. Sufism has shaped Afghan society and politics for much of the country's history. Today,
very few are aware of this legacy. The Sufis are now providing an important contribution to the
stability of the state. Some of the greatest Sufi sages of the Muslim world originated from
Afghanistan. They refined their insights in the country's lush plains and hidden valleys - and spread
their message of peace and love to other parts of the world. The intensely personal poetry of Sufis
has been expressed in Dari, Persian and Pashto, the main languages spoken in Afghanistan.
Keywords: Achaemenid Empire, Land of the Afghans, Islamic traditions, Legacy, Dari, Persian,
millennia, Sages, peace and love, Pashto
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"Water is the key to the distribution, Proliferation, and perpetuation of animal and

plant life, and its absence limits agricultural and pasture land. Four main rivers
system exist: Amu Darya, Hari Rud, Hilmand, Arghandab, and Kabul." )
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The diverse geographic zones of Afghanistan and discussed from the point of view of
total ecology, emphasizing lines of human contact and communication in reference
to zones of accessibility and relative inaccessibility." ()
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“The Flora is a reflection of the climatic extremes to which the country is subject.

The bitterly cold and snowy winter, the damp raw spring, the excessively summer
and dry autumn render Afghanistan suitable for a vegetation that mainly annual” (10)
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“Some of them withdrew to the mountain of Gohr - the modern Hazarajat - and
some them to the neighbourhood of Mecca in Arabia” (25),
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“The traditions of this people refer them to Syria as the country of their residence at
the time they were carried away into captivity by Bukhtunasar (Nebushadnezzar),
and planted as colonists in different parts of Persia and Media. From these positions
they at some subsequent period, emigrated east ward into the mountains country of
Ghor, where they were called by the neighbouring peoples “Bani Afghan” and
“Banilsrail” or children of Afghan and children of Israel” (29).
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“The Prophet lavished all sorts of blessings upon them; and having ascertained the
name of each individual, and remarked that Qais was a Hebrew name, whereas they
themselves were Arabs, he gave Qais the name of Abdurrashid and observed further

to the rest that, they being the posterity of Malik Talut, it was quite proper and just
that they should be called Malik likewise . . . and the Prophet predicted that God
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would make the issue of Qais so numerous that they would outvie all other people,
that their attachment to the Faith would in strength be like the wood upon which
thay lay the keel when constructing a ship which seamen call Pahtan; on this
account he conferred upon Abdurrashid the title of Pathan also”(36),
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“We have to reject the tradition of Kais having gone to Madina at the head of an
Afghan deputation during the life time of the Arabian Prophet (peace be upon him),
at the invitation of Hazrat Khalid Bin Walid, for in the history of the Prophet (peace
be upon him), wherein all the deputations that had waited upon Him from various
quarter are minutely recorded, there is no mention whatever of any Aghan
deputation. Such an even of importance could not have been omitted from the
traditions of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)” 37),
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